A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
and it was made all the worse because, four years after Edward's
marriage, there was still no heir. In such a situation it was
inevitable that some one should put himself at the head of the
rebellious temper abroad—and the obvious leader was a Plan-
tagenet who might conceivably supplant the King. This
candidate was Thomas, Earl of Lancaster.
The Beginning of the Lancastrian Opposition. Edward I
had had a younger brother, Edmund, nicknamed Crouchback,
whom he made Earl of Lancaster. This Edmund had a son
Thomas, who was thus first cousin to Edward II. This Thomas
had great masses of feudal revenue—no less than five earldoms
(governorships of counties), three of them in a clot—Lincoln,
Derby, and Leicester.
To reinforce the power of such a man, the head after Edward
himself of the Plantagenet family and of such vast wealth, a
rumour was spread that Edmund Crouchback had really been
elder brother to Edward I, and had only been rejected on
account of his deformity. In the spring of 1312 Lancaster
marched on York, with the object of taking the King. He
missed Edward, who raised his standard for war, while Gabaston,
the favourite, was in Scarborough Castle. Gabaston was taken,
and, in spite of the formal conditions of his surrender, murdered
in Lancaster's own presence at Warwick—or, rather, on a
height, some way north of the town on the Kenilworth road,
called Blacklow Hill. This was a heavy blow to the prestige
of the King; but as the year went on there seemed to be some
chance of recovery, for the Papal Legate interfered as a
negotiator, and at long last an heir was born to Edward, on
November 13, 1312, at Windsor. This was the child who was
to grow up to be Edward III> and who from the place of his
birth was called Edward of Windsor. A treaty was patched up
between the King and the rebels, and by 1313 it looked as
though the reign might, now that an heir was born, be stable
after all.
What undid the whole business was the final loss of Scotland;
for it is an invariable rule in the history of medieval kingship
tite military disasters in foreign war are followed by a move-
ment for undoing the king at home.
^ Tbe Loss of Scotland. The main castles of Scotland were
still garrisoned by those whom Edward I had sent up there.
The King of England was still the master of the country in

